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Chapter 1: 1. A good place to stop

The history book is closed. The review page is complete. Malky can explain

the three topics Mrs. Falk marks for tomorrow's test.

She should put the book in her bag.

Instead, she opens it again.

Across the table, her older sister folds a clean towel.

"Didn't you finish?"

"I want to make sure."

Malky reads the first heading. She knows it. She reads the second. She knows

that too.

The third takes a moment. Her stomach tightens. Good. The tightness means

she is taking this seriously.

That is the thought she doesn't tell her sister.

Chapter 2: 2. The relief that looks wrong

After another review, Malky packs the book. Her younger brother brings a

drawing of a horse with six legs.

"It's extra fast," he explains.

"It will need extra shoes," she says.

They laugh. For a few minutes she forgets the test.
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Then she notices the forgetting.

The laugh feels like something she shouldn't have spent. Other girls are

probably studying. She is enjoying a horse nobody will ever meet.

She takes the book out of her bag.

Her brother leaves his drawing on the table and goes to find someone who

will look at its tail.

Chapter 3: 3. The job she gives the worry

Mama comes into the room wearing her navy tichel. She asks whether Malky

wants to help choose photographs for a family album page after supper.

"I can't. I have a test."

"What remains to prepare?"

Malky looks at the open book. It would help to have a missing chapter. A

missing chapter would explain the whole evening.

"I don't know."

Mama sits beside her.

"Show me the review page."

Malky shows the completed questions, the difficult date she practiced, and

the short explanations she checked against the book.

"Does the teacher ask for anything else?"
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"No. But if I stop worrying, I'll stop caring."

Mama doesn't answer immediately.

It is the first time Malky hears the sentence outside her own head.

Chapter 4: 4. Care on the page

"What does caring ask you to do for this test?" Mama asks.

"Learn the topics. Practice the date I mix up. Bring my book. Listen to the

instructions."

They look at the page again.

"Which of those gets done by feeling worried?"

Malky wants to say all of them. Worry is what pushes her back to the book.

But yesterday, when she worked on the confusing date, she made progress by

checking the two years and writing the difference. Feeling bad is beside the

work. It isn't the work itself.

"Worry reminds me," she says.

"Sometimes a feeling can draw your attention to a task. Does that mean you

need to keep the feeling going after you've attended to the task?"

Malky turns a corner of the page.

"It feels careless if I don't."
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Mama doesn't promise a perfect result. She doesn't tell Malky to enjoy the

evening as another assignment.

They agree on one last useful check: Malky explains the confusing date in her

own words. If she finds an actual gap, she can give that part a little more

attention.

Chapter 5: 5. No extra examination

The date is clear. Malky packs the book again.

Mama leaves the photographs on the table with room for her to join, not an

order to prove she can relax.

Malky sits beside the pile. A picture shows her little brother as a baby with a

spoon almost as big as his hand.

"He still holds his spoon like that," she says.

Mama laughs.

The test thought comes back.

Malky reaches toward her bag, then leaves her hand on the table. Nothing

new is missing. She doesn't need to reread the page to punish herself for the

photograph being funny.

They choose two pictures. She stays quiet for a while. The thought returns

more than once.
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She can tell Mama if the worry keeps taking over evenings like this. She

doesn't have to solve a lasting pattern by herself, or hide it because the page

is complete.

For tonight, she helps write the names beneath the pictures.

Chapter 6: 6. The question she misses

At school, Malky feels nervous when Mrs. Falk hands out the test. She also

feels nervous after the first easy question.

Neither feeling tells her whether the next answer is right.

She reads it.

Halfway through, she finds a detail she doesn't remember. She leaves space

and answers the next question before returning to it.

The extra reviews last night would not necessarily have given her that detail.

A whole evening spent feeling bad wouldn't have supplied it either.

She makes the best answer she can and hands in the paper.

At lunch, another girl says she hardly slept because of the test.

Malky nearly says she did too. Then she stops.

"I studied, then helped with our album," she says.

The girl asks whether they have old photographs of the school. The

conversation moves there without a hearing about who cares most.
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Chapter 7: 7. Something she can check

When the paper comes back, Malky has one wrong date: not the one she

practiced.

She wishes she had remembered it during the test. She writes the correction

in her notebook.

She doesn't call the mistake proof she should have refused the photographs.

At home, Mama asks how it went.

"There was one I didn't know. I can look at that part."

Her brother appears with the six-legged horse.

This time, Malky looks at the tail. He adds three tails too, for reasons only he

can explain.

Her bag holds the corrected page. Her hand holds a drawing.

Both belong in an evening where she still cares about school.


