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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

When Shloimy comes home from shul on Friday night, there is a stranger at
the Shabbos table.

He is an older man with a white beard and a faded gray hat. He sits very
still, his hands folded, with a plate of challah in front of him.

"Shloimy," says Totty. "This is Reb Moshe. He's joining us for Shabbos.
He's new in town."

Shloimy stares. In his house, guests are usually uncles and cousins. He
doesn't know this man at all.

"Hello," says Reb Moshe, in a quiet voice. "Good Shabbos."

"Good Shabbos," mumbles Shloimy. He slides into his chair and keeps his
eyes on the table.

All through the soup, he sneaks glances at Reb Moshe. The old man eats
very slowly. He doesn't say much. When Mommy asks him a question, he
answers politely, but briefly.

Shloimy feels awkward. What do you say to a stranger? What does he like?
Is he lonely? He isn't sure whether to talk to him or leave him alone.

Then Reb Moshe takes out a small silver case, and carefully opens it. Inside
are pictures. He holds one up to the candlelight, and a little smile appears
on his face.

Shloimy leans in. "Who's that?"
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"This is my granddaughter," says Reb Moshe. "Her name is Leah. She's
your age. She lives in Israel."

"What's she like?"

Reb Moshe's face softens. "She loves to bake. She sends me pictures of her
challah. It's not as good as your mother's, but she's getting there."

Shloimy laughs. "Does she write to you?"

"Every week. I read her letters on Friday afternoons."

"Do you miss her?"

"Very much," says Reb Moshe. "That's why I came here, actually, to be
closer to my son, who lives a few streets away. But he's traveling this
Shabbos."

Shloimy suddenly understands. Reb Moshe has come to a new town, and
his family is away, and he is all alone for Shabbos. And Totty has invited
him.

"You can tell us about Israel," says Shloimy. "I've never been. Is it hot?"

Reb Moshe's eyes light up. "Oh, hot as an oven in summer. But in the
evening, the sun turns the whole city golden. The stones in Yerushalayim
glow like honey."

For the rest of the meal, the table is alive with stories. Reb Moshe talks
about the Kosel at dawn, the street markets, a bakery that sells rugelach as
big as your hand. Shloimy's little sister begs for more. Even Totty puts
down his fork to listen.
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After bentching, Shloimy brings out the board games. "Do you play
checkers, Reb Moshe?"

"I used to be the champion of my yeshiva."

"Bet I can beat you."

"We'll see."

They play three games. Reb Moshe wins two, and Shloimy wins one. The
last one is close.

When it is time for bed, Reb Moshe stands in the doorway of the guest
room. "Thank you for making an old man feel at home."

"You're welcome," says Shloimy. "You can come again."

"I'd like that very much."

The next Friday night, Shloimy sets an extra place at the table, just in case.
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 1 of 9

Remember the story

1. Who is the guest?

2. Where does Reb Moshe's granddaughter live?

3. What game do they play?

4. What does Shloimy do the next Friday?
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 2 of 9

Fact or guess? (circle one)

1. Reb Moshe's son lives a few streets away. Fact / Guess

2. Reb Moshe wants to be alone. Fact / Guess

3. Reb Moshe wins two of the three games. Fact / Guess

4. Reb Moshe reads his granddaughter's letters on Friday afternoons. Fact / Guess
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 3 of 9

Think and write

1. Why does Shloimy feel awkward at first?

2. What does Shloimy do to make Reb Moshe feel welcome?

3. How can you help a guest feel at home?
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 4 of 9

Word search (find all 6)

Words: GUEST, SHABBOS, WELCOME, CHECKERS, STORIES, TABLE

H A I I W E L C O M E

W D P R W T I T W K T

M E T A B L E J I G O

S H A B B O S G U H O

U U C F S T O R I E S

C P J K Y O P I Y P E

Y C E B R H B J B B G

T C D G U E S T B P B

S Y I W P Y U K K R B

L C E E G W G W L N D

P E G C H E C K E R S
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 5 of 9

Scrambled words (from the story)

1. SUGET = ________

2. RSKCEEHC = ________

3. ALLHCAH = ________

4. AREBD = ________

5. LAISRE = ________
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 6 of 9

Say it out loud

Practice each line in a calm, steady voice:

"Good Shabbos! Welcome."

"Tell us about your family."

"Would you like to play a game?"
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 7 of 9

My chart

My Welcome Chart

# Guest What I asked What I learned

Guest 1

Guest 2

Guest 3
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 8 of 9

Draw it

Draw the Shabbos table with an extra place set and a checkers board nearby.
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Shloimy's Shabbos Guest

Activity 9 of 9

Answers

Remember the story:

1. Reb Moshe

2. Israel

3. Checkers

4. Set an extra place at the table

Fact or guess: 1 Fact; 2 Guess; 3 Fact; 4 Fact

Scrambled words: GUEST, CHECKERS, CHALLAH, BEARD, ISRAEL

Think and write: answers will vary; talk them over together.
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