
The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 1 of 9

Remember the story

1. Who is the substitute?

2. What does the class do for math?

3. What is the final number?

4. What does Yoni think at first?
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The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 2 of 9

Fact or guess? (circle one)

1. Dovid tells a joke about a duck. Fact / Guess

2. The substitute is mean. Fact / Guess

3. Yoni's group solves 25 + 17. Fact / Guess

4. Yoni changes his mind by the end. Fact / Guess
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The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 3 of 9

Think and write

1. Why is Yoni upset at first?

2. What helps the class feel comfortable with a new teacher?

3. When has a change turned out to be fun?
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The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 4 of 9

Word search (find all 6)

Words: SUBSTITUTE, MYSTERY, CLUES, MATH, JOKE, CHANGE

O P J O K E E P M E G

J W A J V S Y S Y J R

Y J K F L U D G S T F

E V S L N B Y H T V K

G C D U P S G H E E U

N J J C S T E T R B Y

A S U L P I V A Y W C

H J P U C T M M W B Y

C Y G E F U W N P R V

E T O S E T R J R I O

S N G T U E F H J W F
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The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 5 of 9

Scrambled words (from the story)

1. CREEATH = ________

2. RSYTMEY = ________

3. LSCUE = ________

4. RTCSKIE = ________

5. DORO = ________
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The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 6 of 9

Say it out loud

Practice each line in a calm, steady voice:

"Let's give it a chance."

"Welcome! We usually start with a joke."

"That was actually fun."
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The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 7 of 9

My chart

My Change Chart

# What changed What I thought
What really
happened

Change 1

Change 2

Change 3

Activity 7 of 9 | © 2026 Nussbaum Mind



The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 8 of 9

Draw it

Draw the class running around solving math clues with numbers taped to chairs.
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The Substitute Teacher Surprise

Activity 9 of 9

Answers

Remember the story:

1. Morah Atara

2. A math mystery with clues

3. One hundred

4. That it will be a terrible day

Fact or guess: 1 Fact; 2 Guess; 3 Fact; 4 Fact

Scrambled words: TEACHER, MYSTERY, CLUES, STICKER, DOOR

Think and write: answers will vary; talk them over together.
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